The armed forces of the Union of South Africa, which consist of the land army, air force and navy, are based on the militia system and are under authority of the Ministry of National Defence. In addition to the permanent force, which has a very small establishment principally engaged on administrative and instructional duties, the South African Army consists of the coast garrison force and the citizen force, whose members only spend a few days annually with the colours.
The Coast Garrison Force is formed to strengthen the units of the permanent force engaged in defending the coasts of the Union. The force consists of men specially trained in harbour work, etc.
The Citizen Force, which consists of all persons liable to render personal service in time of war (other than members of the other forces mentioned), comprises the active citizen force, the citizen force reserve and the national reserve.
The active citizen force constitutes a reserve of field troops, and has all the material necessary for taking the field ; it consists of units recruited in the same or adjoining districts.
The citizen force reserve, which is divided into two classes, is composed of men who have not been posted to the permanent force reserve, and who act up to a certain age as reservists for the particular units in which they did their training. The citizen force reserve also includes all citizens not past their forty-fifth year, other than those in the permanent force reserve, who are serving or who have served as members of a rifle association. They are organised to form territorial corps or commandos.
The national reserve consists of all citizens not members of any other portion of the defence force who are liable to render personal service. After the whole of the active citizen force and the citizen force reserve have been mobilised in time of war, the national reserve may be called out in three classes according to age.
Finally, the " commandos " form the remaining portion of the field army of the Union.
I. Army.

ORGANS OF MILITARY COMMAND AND ADMINISTRATION.
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE.
The defence forces (naval, military and air) are all under the control of the Government Department of Defence.
The Department of Defence is organised as follows
Minister of Defence.
Council of Defence consisting of a president (Minister of Defence), four members and a secretary. This council has no executive functions, but is largely an advisory body to the Minister.
Military Board consisting of a president (Minister of Defence); four members (Chief of the General Staff, Adjutant-General, Quartermaster-General and Director of Air Services) and a secretary.
When considered necessary by him, the Minister of Defence is advised at defence headquarters by the Military Board, which is analogous to the Army Council, excepting that it has no executive power. The citizen force has also an intendance service, medical service, etc.
RIFLE ASSOCIATIONS.
All citizens who are required to register themselves, but who do not undergo peace training, are required to serve for four years in a rifle association. Every such citizen will be enrolled as a member of a rifle association on July ist, in his twenty-first year. Any other citizen liable to render personal service in time of war, not being a member of the permanent force, the coast garrison force, or the active citizen force, may become a member of a rifle association on prescribed conditions; also boys between the ages of thirteen and seventeen residing in areas where no facilities for cadet training exist. Rifles are provided for members of these associations free of charge on a percentage basis, or members may purchase Government rifles at cost price. A free issue of ammunition is made to all members annually.
Thirty-eight capable of use in war in commission or in immediate reserve with operational units and twenty-eight in commission in training establishment not capable of use in war.
Rifle associations are organised into commandos on a territorial basis, and in each commando there may be established a special training squadron for the purpose of specially training compulsory members (21 to 25 years of age). ' Compulsory members must attend annually a five days' continuous training camp and a musketry parade lasting one day. Other members (voluntary) may attend musketry practices spread over the year, at which fifty rounds annually are fired, and a muster, if held. There is no compulsion, but failure to attend at least two musketry practices or one musketry practice and a muster during the year carries a penalty of being struck off the roll of membership. POLICE FORCES.
The South African force, which is under the command and control of a Commissioner of Police, may be employed in case of war or other emergency to assist in the defence of the Union in any part of South Africa.
Period of service is for three years for European members, and one year for non-European members, with renewals for an indefinite period.
The native police are unarmed. The total strength on December 31st, I93I, was 9,566, of which 2,895 were non-European.
The budgetary effectives for I933-34 was 9,920, including 3,025 non-European.
RECRUITING SYSTEM AND PERIOD OF SERVICE.
i.
GENERAL.
Every citizen between his seventeenth and sixtieth year (both included) is liable to render personal service in time of war in defence of the country in any part of South Africa within or without the Union. Every citizen is also liable to undergo a course of peace training for a period of four years between his seventeenth and twentyfifth year (both included). A minimum of 50 per cent of those liable for peace training is required annually, others being required in their twenty-first year to enrol as members of rifle associations for the same period of four consecutive years.
Registration for all citizens on attaining the age of i7 is compulsory, but has been in abeyance since 1914. When registration is in force, a provisional ballot is prepared annually in each military district of all citizens registered in the district who are in their twenty-first year and who have not voluntarily entered for peace training ; if the numbers entered voluntarily fall short of the numbers required to complete establishments of units, the shortage is made good by ballot. Those not required for peace training must serve as members of a rifle association for a period of four years. 
PERMANENT FORCE.
The permanent force is recruited on a voluntary basis and corresponds to the regular army in the United Kindgom.
Enlistment into the permanent force is for a period of three years. Re-engagement is permitted by periods of two years up to the age of 45 (privates), 50 (N.C.O.s) or 55 (warrant officers).
COAST GARRISON FORCE.
This force is recruited primarily on a voluntary basis and corresponds to the portions of the British territorial army allotted to coast defence. Should, however, there be an insufficient number of volunteers, this force can be completed to establishment by ballot based on compulsory service.
Enrolment into the coast garrison force is for a period of four years, and engagements may be renewed, in certain circumstances, I At September 3oth, 1932, this number had increased to 17,558.
yearly up to the age of 45 (privates), 50 (N.C.O.s) or 55 (warrant officers).
The coast defence consists of men specially trained in harbour work, engineering, signalling and telegraphy.
Training lasts for thirty days annually, fourteen of these being continuous.
CITIZEN FORCE.
(I) The Active Citizen Force, which is practically the first line of defence, consists of registered citizens between the ages of 17 and 25, who are undergoing peace training, and citizens with previous military training, who have been specially enrolled. Therecruiting system is the same as in the coast garrison force. Enrolment is for a period of four years.
By the Defence Act, all members of the active citizen force are liable to three periods of continuous training, of which one shall last not more than fifty days, and the other two taken together not more than thirty days, and a total of not more than twenty-six days' non-continuous training during a period of four years.
For the year ending June 3oth, I933, 3,591 recruits for the active citizen force were examined and 595 were found to be permanently unfit for service.
(2) The Citizen Force Reserve is divided into two classes : Class A.-Citizens not past their forty-fifth year who have undergone their four-year peace training in the active citizen force. Men other than those who join the permanent force reserve act as reservists to the particular units in which they did their training up to a certain age; after that age they go to form reserve units capable of taking the field.
Class B.-All other citizens, not past their forty-fifth year, other than those who join the permanent force reserve, who are serving or who have served as members of a rifle association. They are organised to form territorial corps or commandos.
All members of the citizen force reserve are liable to be called upon once annually for inspection. 
INSTRUCTION OF OFFICERS.
At the Military College at Roberts' Heights courses are held for officers of the permanent and active citizen forces, defence rifle associations, cadet forces and for N.C.O.s and men of the permanent force.
The college consists of three branches : the General Branch, Small-Arms and Signalling Branches. 
NUMBER OF OFFICERS AND OTHER RANKS (I932-33).
Officers Other ranks
PREPARATORY MILITARY TRAINING (CADETS).
Boys between the ages of 13 and I7 in all parts of the Union where facilities for proper training can be arranged are required, unless their parents or guardians object, to become cadets. A cadet who has served efficiently for three years is entitled to a certificate which has the effect of securing a diminution of the subsequent training in the citizen force. All arms and equipment for cadet training are issued, and the cost of training is provided, at the public expense.
The powers and duties originally vested in the Commandant of Cadets are now exercised and carried out by the Chief of the General Staff.
The cadet organisation consists of 503 detachments with a total strength (at February 28th, 1933) of 1,430 officers, IIo student officers and 53,030 cadets.
The training which is not compulsory includes instruction principally in drill, musketry, hygiene and signalling, and, when personnel are available, other subjects such as camp cooking, map reading, knots and lashings, swimming, etc. Where no facilities exist for cadet training, boys between their thirteenth and seventeenth years may join a rifle association as cadet members.
Instruction is imparted by cadet officers among the masters, by student officers among the boys and, when such are available, by warrant officers or N.C.O.s of the Instructional Corps.
Two courses of instruction for cadet officers are held annually at the military school.
EFFECTIVES.
i. 
AVERAGE NUMBER OF EFFECTIVES OF THE ARMED FORCES (I930
227
The legislation provides for three periods of continuous training, of which one shall last not more than fifty days and the other two, taken together, not more than thirty days, and a total of not more than twenty-six days' non-continuous training during a period of four years. Owing to financial considerations, these periods have had to be considerably curtailed for the present.
2.
BUDGETARY AND ACTUAL EFFECTIVES. 
